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' John Hall Stewart, 'Rabaut-Pommier and the discovery of vaccine', Amer. Med., 1928, 34: 195-199. News, Notes and Queries Recently, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Jenner's death, a French historian of medicine again recalled the importance of Rabaut-Ponmier's observations.6 Unfortunately this body of evidence seems to be still little noticed in Jenner's home country. Lise Wilkinson writes-I am grateful to Dr. Theodorid&s for drawing attention to the contribution of Jacques-Antoine Rabaut Pommier. It further emphasizes the point that observations similar to Jenner's were made in several regions where cowpox was endemic on the European continent and in Britain throughout the latter half of the eighteenth century and perhaps even before. Certainly some were made before either Rabaut Pommier or Jenner was ten years old. Jenner's own earliest observations supposedly dated back to the early 1770s.
If Jenner did in fact receive the corroborative information from Dr. Pugh (or Pew), then Rabaut Pommier could perhaps have expected to see it acknowledged in 1798. However, few authors in the eighteenth or even well into the nineteenth century were very scrupulous about acknowledgements (fascinating studies could be made of influences and suggestions which remained unacknowledged in works published during this period), and the present case seems to have been little more than comparing of notes.
